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DETAILED ACTION 

The examiner acknowledges the applicant's submission on 04/09/2007, wherein claims 
1 and 4-12 have been amended, claims 2 and 3 have been cancelled and claims 1 and 
4-12 remain pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 4-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hitaka 
et al (US Publication 2003/0220995, hereinafter "Hitaka") 

Regarding claim 1, an information processing system comprising: a data storage 
apparatus (i.e. photo site) for storing (i.e. saves) data wherein the data (Par. 0124 lines 
1 and 2) comprise thumbnail picture data (i.e. thumbnail), a thumbnail picture URL (i.e. 
thumbnail URL) associated with the thumbnail picture data (i.e. thumbnail), (Par. 0125 
lines 1-4), a picture URL associated with the thumbnail picture URL (Par. 0208 lines 1- 
16), and picture data, wherein the thumbnail picture data is a reduced display of the 
picture data (Par. 0125 lines 1-4, 0459 lines 1-3): 

a first viewing apparatus (i.e. third information processing apparatus) for 
accessing the data stored in the data storage apparatus (i.e. first information processing 
apparatus): a second viewing apparatus (i.e. second information processing apparatus) 
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(Hitaka Claim 14): a network (104, Fig. 1 Drawing): a connection apparatus (i.e. user 
PC) for connecting the first viewing apparatus (i.e. photo site) to the second viewing 
apparatus (i.e. print site), (Par. 0128 lines 1-5) over the network (Internet, Fig. 1 
Drawing): 

supplying means for supplying the data (i.e. storing the data received) from the 
data storage apparatus (i.e. third information processing apparatus) to the first viewing 
apparatus (i.e. first information processing apparatus), (Hitaka Claim 14) ; and 
transmitting means for transmitting (i.e. transferring) the data from the first viewing 
apparatus to the second viewing apparatus (Hitaka Claim 4) over the network (Internet, 
Fig. 1 Drawing) , wherein 

the second viewing apparatus (i.e. second information processing apparatus), 
comprises acquiring (i.e. acquires), from the data storage apparatus (first information 
processing apparatus that stores data), (Claim 1 1), the thumbnail picture data 
associated with the thumbnail picture URL transmitted (i.e. sent) from the first viewing 
apparatus (i.e. photo site) by the transmitting means when the thumbnail picture URL is 
supplied by the supplying means (i.e. upon reception) and the thumbnail picture URL is 
sent to the second viewing apparatus (i.e. print site), (Par. 0125 lines 1-7). (note: the 
apparatuses can be used interchangeably being that the apparatuses store, transfer, 
and connect data via network). 

Regarding claim 4, the information processing system wherein when enlarging the 
thumbnail picture data the first viewing apparatus sends the thumbnail picture URL (i.e. 
thumbnail URL) to the data storage apparatus (i.e. print site); the data storage 
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apparatus URL associated with the thumbnail picture URL to the first viewing apparatus; 
and the first viewing apparatus (i.e. photo site) acquires the picture data (i.e. the image) 
associated with the picture URL (URL) from the data storage apparatus (Par. 0406 lines 
1-4). 

Regarding claim 5, the information processing system wherein the data transmitted by 
the transmitting means (i.e. transferring) is sent to the second viewing apparatus (i.e. 
information processing apparatus) through the connection apparatus (i.e. another 
information processing apparatus), (Hitaka Claim 4). 

Regarding claim 6, information processing apparatus (i.e. print site) comprising 
thumbnail picture URL (i.e. thumbnail URL) acquisition means for acquiring (i.e. 
acquires) a thumbnail picture URL (1105 Fig. 10 Drawing) associated with thumbnail 
picture data (i.e. thumbnail image) stored in a data storage apparatus (i.e. photo site) 
(Par. 0127 lines 1-4); 

connecting means for connecting (i.e. Internet connection gateway) to a viewing 
apparatus (i.e. photo site) for exchanging data therewith (Par. 0169 lines 7-11); 

thumbnail picture URL supplying means (i.e. sends an order start) for supplying 
the thumbnail picture URL, obtained by the thumbnail picture URL acquisition means 
(i.e. thumbnail image acquisition URL), to the viewing apparatus (i.e. photo site), (Par. 
0321 lines 3-5), connected by the connecting means (i.e. connected to the user pc), 
(Par. 0323 lines 1-5); 
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thumbnail picture data acquisition means for acquiring the thumbnail picture data 
(i.e. thumbnail image) from the data storage apparatus, based on the thumbnail picture 
obtained by the thumbnail picture URL acquisition means URL (Par. 0322 lines 1-4); 

displaying means for displaying a thumbnail picture derived from the thumbnail 
picture data obtained by the thumbnail picture data acquisition means (Par. 0323 lines 
3-5); 

selecting means for selecting with a cursor (i.e. select field) the thumbnail picture 
URL associated with the thumbnail picture data of the thumbnail picture (1705 Fig. 16 
Drawing) from among a plurality of thumbnail pictures (i.e. album) displayed by the 
displaying means (Par. 0323 lines 1-6) and 

transmitting means for transmitting the thumbnail picture URL (i.e. thumbnail 
URL), selected by the selecting means, to the viewing apparatus (i.e. print site), 
connected by the connecting means (i.e. photo site) (Par. 0223 lines 1-12, Par. 0324 
lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 7, the information processing apparatus comprising verifying means 
for verifying whether a command has been issued for enlarging the thumbnail picture 
(i.e. preview image) derived from the thumbnail picture data URL (1705 Fig. 16 
Drawing) selected by the selecting means (Par. 0324 lines 1-4); 

enlarging means for sending, when the verifying means has verified that the 
command has been issued for enlarging the thumbnail picture, the thumbnail picture 
URL selected by the selecting means to the data storage apparatus, for obtaining a 
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picture URL associated with thumbnail picture URL, obtained by the enlarging mean, to 
the viewing apparatus. 

Regarding claim 8, the information processing apparatus (i.e. photo site) wherein a 
connection to the viewing apparatus (i.e. print site) made by the connecting means 
(internet, Fig. 1 Drawing) is via a connection apparatus (i.e. user PC), (Par. 0128 lines 
1-5). 

Regarding claim 9, the information processing apparatus wherein the displaying 
means displays a thumbnail picture derived from the thumbnail picture data acquired 
(i.e. acquisition) by the thumbnail picture data acquisition means and further displays 
the information for allowing a user to recognize a thumbnail picture displayed on a 
display unit of the viewing apparatus (Par. 0323 lines 1-5). Note: a user will recognize a 
thumbnail image being that it is displayed. 

Regarding claim 10, an information processing method comprising a thumbnail picture 
URL acquisition control step (i.e. acquisition means for acquiring the data controlled) of 
controlling the acquisition of a thumbnail picture URL associated with thumbnail picture 
data (1705 Fig. 16 Drawing) stored in a data storage apparatus (i.e. information 
processing apparatus), (Hitaka Claim 17, Claim 18); 

A connecting step of providing a connection (i.e. Internet connection gateway) to 
a viewing apparatus (i.e. photo site) for enabling data exchange therewith (Par. 0169 
lines 7-11, Par. 0171 lines 1-10); 

A thumbnail picture URL supplying step for supplying the thumbnail picture URL, 
the acquisition (Par. 0321 lines 3-5) of which has been controlled by the processing of 
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the thumbnail picture URL acquisition control step (i.e. reception step, control step), to 
the viewing apparatus (i.e. information processing apparatus), connected by processing 
of the connecting step (Hitaka Claim 19); 

a thumbnail picture data (i.e. thumbnail picture) acquisition control step (i.e. upon 
reception) of accessing the data storage apparatus, based on the thumbnail picture 
URL (i.e. thumbnail URL), (Par. 0125 lines 1-5), obtained by the processing of the 
thumbnail picture URL (1705 Fig. 16 Drawing) acquisition control step (i.e. acquiring the 
data controlled), for controlling the acquisition of the thumbnail picture data (Hitaka 
Claim 24); 

a display control step of controlling the display of a thumbnail picture derived by 
the processing of the thumbnail picture data acquisition control step (i.e. display the 
acquired thumbnail image), (Par. 0128 lines 1-4, Claim 20); 

a selecting step of selecting with a cursor the thumbnail picture URL (1705 Fig. 
16 Drawing) associated with the thumbnail picture data of the thumbnail picture, from 
among a plurality of thumbnail pictures (i.e. album) displayed (Par. 0129 lines 1-4) by 
the processing of the display control step, (control step Claim 19); and 

a thumbnail picture URL supplying step of supplying the thumbnail picture URL 
(i.e. thumbnail image acquisition URL), selected by the selecting step (4300 Fig. 34 
Drawing), to the viewing apparatus (i.e. print site), (Par. 0323 lines 1-5), connected by 
the processing of the connecting step (Par. 0171 lines 1-10). 
Regarding claim 11, a computer-readable medium having computer program for 
executing an information processing method (Par. 0485 lines 1-10), the method 
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comprising a thumbnail picture URL associated with thumbnail picture data (1705 Fig. 
16 Drawing) stored in a data storage apparatus (Par. 0488 lines 1-4); 

a connecting step of providing a connection (i.e. Internet connection gateway) to 
a viewing apparatus (i.e. photo site) for enabling data exchange therewith (Par. 0169 
lines 7-11); 

A thumbnail picture URL supplying step for supplying the thumbnail picture URL, 
the acquisition (Par. 0321 lines 3-5) of which has been controlled by the processing of 
the thumbnail picture URL acquisition control step (i.e. reception step, control step), to 
the viewing apparatus (i.e. information processing apparatus), connected by processing 
of the connecting step (Hitaka Claim 19); 

A thumbnail picture data (i.e. thumbnail picture) acquisition control step (i.e. upon 
reception) of accessing the data storage apparatus, based on the thumbnail picture 
URL (i.e. thumbnail URL), (Par. 0125 lines 1-5), obtained by the processing of the 
thumbnail picture URL (1705 Fig. 16 Drawing) acquisition control step (i.e. acquiring the 
data controlled), for controlling the acquisition of the thumbnail picture data (Hitaka 
Claim 24); 

a display control step of controlling the display of a thumbnail picture derived by 
the processing of the thumbnail picture data acquisition control step (i.e. display the 
acquired thumbnail image), (Par. 0128 lines 1-4, Claim 20); 

a selecting step of selecting with a cursor the thumbnail picture URL (1705 Fig. 
16 Drawing) associated with the thumbnail picture data of the thumbnail picture, from 
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among a plurality of thumbnail pictures (i.e. album) displayed (Par. 0129 lines 1-4) by 
the processing of the display control step, (control step Claim 19); and 

a thumbnail picture URL supplying step of supplying the thumbnail picture URL 
(i.e. thumbnail image acquisition URL), selected by the selecting step (4300 Fig. 34 
Drawing), to the viewing apparatus (i.e. print site), (Par. 0323 lines 1-5), connected by 
the processing of the connecting step (Par. 0171 lines 1-10). 
Regarding claim 12, a computer program on a computer-readable medium for 
executing an information processing method (Par. 0485 lines 1-10, Par. 0488 lines 1-5) 
the method comprising: 

a thumbnail picture URL acquisition control step of controlling the acquisition (i.e. 
acquiring the data controlled), (Hitaka Claim 20) of a thumbnail picture URL associated 
with thumbnail picture data (1705 Fig. 16 Drawing) stored in a data storage apparatus 
(Par. 0488 lines 1-4); 

a connecting step of providing a connection (i.e. Internet connection gateway) to 
a viewing apparatus (i.e. photo site) for enabling data exchange therewith (Par. 0169 
lines 7-11); 

A thumbnail picture URL supplying step for supplying the thumbnail picture URL, 
the acquisition (Par. 0321 lines 3-5) of which has been controlled by the processing of 
the thumbnail picture URL acquisition control step (i.e. reception step, control step), to 
the viewing apparatus (i.e. information processing apparatus), connected by processing 
of the connecting step (Hitaka Claim 19); 
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A thumbnail picture data (i.e. thumbnail picture) acquisition control step (i.e. upon 
reception) of accessing the data storage apparatus, based on the thumbnail picture 
URL (i.e. thumbnail URL), (Par. 0125 lines 1-5), obtained by the processing of the 
thumbnail picture URL (1705 Fig. 16 Drawing) acquisition control step (i.e. acquiring the 
data controlled), for controlling the acquisition of the thumbnail picture data (Hitaka 
Claim 24); 

a display control step of controlling the display of a thumbnail picture derived by 
the processing of the thumbnail picture data acquisition control step (i.e. display the 
acquired thumbnail image), (Par. 0128 lines 1-4, Claim 20); 

a selecting step of selecting with a cursor the thumbnail picture URL (1705 Fig. 
16 Drawing) associated with the thumbnail picture data of the thumbnail picture, from 
among a plurality of thumbnail pictures (i.e. album) displayed (Par. 0129 lines 1-4) by 
the processing of the display control step, (control step Claim 19); and 

a thumbnail picture URL supplying step of supplying the thumbnail picture URL 
(i.e. thumbnail image acquisition URL), selected by the selecting step (4300 Fig. 34 
Drawing), to the viewing apparatus (i.e. print site), (Par. 0323 lines 1-5), connected by 
the processing of the connecting step (Par. 0171 lines 1-10). 

Response to Arguments 
With the amendments made, the U.S.C. § 1 12 rejections and the objection to the 
specification are withdrawn. 

Applicant's remarks regarding Hitaka failing to anticipate independent claims 1-12 have 
been fully reconsidered but are not persuasive. 
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Regarding independent claims 1 and 6, applicant argues Hitaka does not teach or 
suggest acquiring means and the amended claimed acquiring means involves data 
exchange among three apparatuses. In response, Hitaka discloses data exchange 
between three apparatuses (i.e. first apparatus, second apparatus, third apparatus) 
wherein first information processing apparatus include a process for storing data 
received from a third information processing apparatus (Hitaka claim 14) and first 
information processing apparatus that stores data, and a second information 
processing apparatus which acquires the data and executes an output process 
(Hitaka Claim 11). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon Parker whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1302. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached 571-272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-270-2302. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BP Brandon Parker 

06/1 8/2007 s> Patent Examiner 
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